Frequently asked questions COMENIUS

	COMENIUS ASSISTANTS


	

	I am from Spain and would like to make an assistantship in a French school I already know (due to a former stay as a pupil). Is that possible?
	In principle yes, but there is no guarantee that it will be possible to arrange that. Please refer to your preferred choice in your application, give your reasons and make sure that your proposed host school also applies to its National Agency. 

In case both applications are accepted, the National Agencies will try to arrange it. Please note that there is no guarantee to get a grant for your preferred school; you should also envisage making new experiences in a school which is not known to you.



	My friend and I would like to do an assistantship together, going to the same school or at least to the same town. Is that possible?
	Please note that it is not possible to submit a common application form; each of you has to apply separately. In addition it is also not very likely to get the chance to go to one and the same school as schools often can receive only one assistant at a time. 

To go to the same town or region might be more realistic, but it depends also on the concrete situation e.g. the availability of two accepted host schools in one region which are both interested in receiving an assistant with your profile. 

Please indicate your wish and the reasons for it in your application form. In case not both applications are accepted and/ or not two appropriate host schools are found in the same town or region, the National Agency might propose other options to you.




	Do I have to teach languages or be especially talented in languages?
	Since 2007 Comenius Assistantships are available to future teachers of all subjects. Therefore it is not expected from assistants to teach foreign languages, but you should of course be able to communicate with pupils and teachers in your host school. Often the preferred language is either the language of the host country or one of the languages taught at the host school.

Comenius Assistants are also often asked to teach their native language. In this case it might be useful to prepare for this and bring some teaching material with you.

You do not have to be especially talented in languages, but to be open-minded to language learning.



	Do I have to know the language of the host country when submitting my application?
	No, not necessarily. In your application you can indicate preferences concerning the country you would like to go to. National Agencies will try to respect your preferences, but it can not always be guaranteed that an appropriate host school can be found in one of those countries. You might be offered an assistantship in another country, which language you don't speak. 

In case you do not speak the language of your host country or you would like to improve your language skills, you can apply for additional funds for linguistic preparation.

In some cases it is also possible to attend Erasmus Intensive Language Courses (EILC) prior to your assistantship, and you can also attend language courses during your stay.

Comenius Assistantships are also a chance to learn more about a country and a language which is entirely new to you.



	Can I combine an assistantship with other activities (studying/ work experiences/ voluntary work)
	Activities outside the school can help you to integrate better in your new surroundings, but your main occupation should be your assistantship. You should arrange your stay in a way that both you and the host schools can get the maximum benefit from it.

A Comenius Assistant must spend 12 to 16 hours per week in his/ her host school. You also might have to prepare some activities and your possibilities to work or study in addition to the assistantship will be limited.




